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Have you ever been asked to do something, to which you reply, 
“Yes of course”, but afterwards reflect that you haven’t done it at all? 

How did that make you feel?  Of course we have all forgotten to do 
things and later maybe regretted it, but here in the Gospel according to 
St Matthew it’s not a lapse of memory but more an act, or acts of 
passive resistance which the chief priests and elders of the Temple had 
to unpick and then make a choice- which of the two sons had 
disrespected his father least. 

 We must remember that Jesus has already upset them several 
times, He has recently ridden into Jerusalem on a donkey in triumph, He 
has ransacked the Temple and here He was again causing trouble for 
those most respected and revered in religious circles.   

 At the beginning of the reading today Jesus ties the leaders up in 
knots using questions about John the Baptist to do so.  They feel that 
whatever they say is wrong.  If they say John was baptised with authority 
from God, then they will be challenged as to why they didn’t believe 
John.  If they say it was on human authority the crowd will turn against 
them, so they say they don’t know.  Because of their answer Jesus 
refuses to tell them about His own authority and poses the question of 
the two sons and the vineyard.   

 When asked by their father to work in the vineyard the first son 
says, “No”, but later goes and does what his father has asked.  The 
second son says, “Yes”, but never actually goes, so which one does the 
will of his father?  The Temple leaders say the first son, but we must 
remember how disrespectful it is of him to say no in the first place.  It is 
considered disrespectful now to deny a reasonable request of your 
parents, but so much more in Biblical times.  A terrible sin, and a great 
shame upon the household. 

 So, at first glance the second son is more respectful because he 
says the right thing, but then he does not do the right thing, bringing a 
different shame on his father’s authority. 

 Having to choose between the two is a lot more tricky than it 
seems, but the Temple leaders consider the question and reply that the 
first son, who originally denied his father’s authority but then had a 
change of heart is one who has the least for which he has to account. 

 Jesus uses their answer to say that the tax collectors, and the 
prostitutes, all those outcasts with the least status are the ones who will 
gain entry into the Kingdom before these religious leaders because they 



believed.  On the other hand, the Temple leaders didn’t, and even after 
they have seen proof they do not believe because they think more of 
their own standing and authority than anything else. 

 We are all sinners, we all get things wrong and make the wrong 
choices, but if like the first son we change both our hearts and what we 
do in response to God’s call, we too can be amongst the first to enter the 
Kingdom, to be amongst those who are blessed.  

Amen 
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